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McNair Junior High Choir Handbook 

 

 
INTRODUCTION  
Welcome to the McNair Junior High choir program! Learning 
to sing as part of a choir can be a rewarding and enriching 
experience. This handbook will address the procedures, 
policies, and expectations for each student. Please read 
through this entire handbook and take note of which policies 
affect your child.  
Music is a performing art, and membership in a performing 
organization is a privilege. Performance and the preparation 
for performances are essential to the art. Each member of a 
performing organization has a responsibility to attend ALL 
rehearsals and ALL performances of the group. All students 
are vital to the success of the ensemble and their presence is 
necessary to prepare for and execute each performance. 
Multiple unexcused absences from rehearsals and/or 
performances demonstrate a lack of dependability in 
accepting the responsibility of group membership and can be 
grounds for moving a student to a non-performing class, if 
such a change is possible.  
The directors will communicate with students and parents in 
a variety of ways. Announcements will be made verbally in 
class as well as copies sent to you in writing as far in advance 
as possible. If a conflict arises, please contact one of the 
directors as soon as possible so that we may resolve them in 
a timely manner. We respect your time commitments and 
pledge to inform you of any changes made to all calendar 
events.  
 

PHILOSOPHY  
It is my goal as a music educator to help our students develop 
an appreciation for and love of music. Music performance 
teaches students to overcome anxiety and to take risks.  They 
learn poise, composure, and the value of continued effort to 
achieve excellence.  As a direct result of making music as a 
team, students have the opportunity to build and cultivate 
lasting friendships. 
The skills learned through our choir program – self-discipline, 
time management, group cooperation, commitment, 
responsibility to self and to a group, and teamwork – will 
carry over into every other aspect of their lives and prepare 
them for whatever goals they have set for their future.  

 
A culture of excellence in the McNair Junior High choir 
program will aid in producing great performances, which are 
the fruits of a considerable investment in preparation, hard 
work, and lessons learned from trial and error. Our goal as 
musicians is to enjoy new levels of success through 
communication and self-expression.  
 
 
 

McNair Junior High Choir Program Goals 
 
To present students at McNair Junior High with the 
opportunity to learn, sing, and perform music in our graded 
and leveled choir program. 
 
To offer a quality musical experience through performance 
and competition of diverse choral literature. 
 
To promote the cultivation of student relationships through 
teamwork and camaraderie. 
 
To offer aspiring students opportunities for leadership. 
 
To promote and develop good character in each 
student—including, but not limited to: self-discipline, 
creativity, self-esteem, and enthusiasm for learning. 
 
To develop an aesthetic appreciation for choral music in 
students and in the surrounding community. 
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ENSEMBLES 
The McNair Choir program consists of six leveled and graded 
choir ensembles. These choirs are intended to provide each 
student with an optimal learning environment that aims at 
challenging each student throughout the different stages of 
their musical learning.  
 
Our yearly focus and goal is to help each student build a solid 
foundation in sight-reading, vocal tone and rehearsal 
technique that will enable them to function in a competing 
ensemble in subsequent years.  
 
NOVA 
6th Grade Beginning Women’s Ensemble 
This ensemble is for all 6th grade women. 
 
CALLISTO 
6th Grade Beginning Men’s Ensemble  
This ensemble is for all 6th grade men. 
 
CARINA 
7th/8th Grade Beginning/Intermediate Women’s Ensemble 
This ensemble is for 7th and 8th grade women who have not 
had prior experience in the McNair Choir program or students 
who are not in the advanced women’s choir. 
 
CENTAURI 
7th/8th Grade Beginning/Intermediate Men’s Ensemble 
This ensemble is for 7th and 8th grade men who have not had 
prior experience in the McNair Choir program or students 
who are not in the advanced men’s choir 
 
After a minimum of one year in the McNair JH Choir program, 
these students may opt to audition for one of the UIL 
competition choirs (advanced choirs), or they may move 
into/remain in the choir corresponding with their grade level 
(beginning 7th & 8th grade choirs). 
 

 

The following ensembles are for 7th/8th grade students who 
have had at least one year of experience in the McNair Choir 
program.  (For the first year of the choir program varsity 
students were taken from recommendations from Rodeo 
Palms JH and Nolan Ryan JH directors) 
Eligible members of this choir may compete in UIL Concert & 
Sight-reading Contest in March. 
Members of this choir are expected to maintain passing 
grades and serve as representatives of our school and its 
choir program. 
Considerations for ensemble placements are always being 
monitored, and are based on the student’s audition at the 
end of the school year, their singing ability, citizenship, 
attendance at concerts and rehearsals, class preparation, and 
behavior throughout the school year. Choir placements are 
final once posted. Directors, however will monitor students 
throughout the course of the school year and if a change in a 
choir class needs to be made, directors will check with 
counselors and parents before suggesting a change in class. 
All members will strengthen existing sight-reading skills and 
polish proper vocal technique, which will enable students to 
meet the demands of accelerated ensembles in high school.  
 

CAELESTIS 
7th/8th Grade Advanced Women’s Ensemble 

Students receive placement into this ensemble by audition 
only. Students are required to prepare and audition for the 
Region XVII Honor Choir. Students are required to prepare 
and participate in the Region XVII Solo & Ensemble Contest. 
 

TITAN 
7th/8th Grade Advanced Men’s Ensemble 

Students receive placement into this ensemble by audition 
only. Students are required to prepare and audition for the 
Region XVII Honor Choir. Students are required to prepare 
and participate in the Region XVII Solo & Ensemble Contest. 
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Materials Needed in Class 
You will need the following every day: 

● 1-inch 3-ring black hard cover binder (with folder pockets inside) 
● Pencil Bag 
● Pencil(s) 
● Highlighter 
● Sheet Music (to be issued to students in class) 

Students will be receiving music during the initial weeks of school, so the student’s choir binder will be needed in class ASAP to                       
protect the music. The very first materials check will be in class on Friday, August 31st, 2018, and by that point, the choir binder will                         
be a daily requirement, along with a pencil bag, pencil and highlighter. Students are certainly welcome to bring their materials                    
BEFORE the official grade check—they will be able to take home their music that much sooner. 
 
Students are required to keep this binder in good condition, as it may be used for performance onstage. This binder should be used                       
exclusively for choir music and handouts. Other class work, homework, or “clutter” should not be kept in this binder. In addition, the                      
choir binder is a house for very expensive music that is LOANED to the student. Writing, stapling, coloring, painting, drawing, and                     
other things considered hazardous to be binder will not be permitted. If at any time in the school year the director deems that a                        
student’s binder is unfit and needs to be replaced, another binder must be provided.  

 

 

Choir Fee 
Each student in choir is required to pay a $30.00 fee.  Here is the general breakdown of how the fee is utilized throughout the year: 
 
Choir T-shirt - $10.00 

● Will be used as a uniform for informal concerts and for all traveling events 
 
Accompanist - $20.00 

● An accompanist has been hired to come during the normal school day to practice and work with the students prior to each 
performance. 

 
Payment can be made with cash, checks or online with MySchoolBucks. Checks should be made payable to “McNair JH”.  A marked 
envelope has been provided for your convenience.  
 
Please pay this fee as soon as possible, or by Friday, August 31st, 2018.  Payment of this fee is part of the first materials check grade. 
 
NOTE: Please make the director aware in writing if your family cannot pay the choir fee at this time. If this is the case your student’s 
grade will not be affected. 
 
 

Additional Choir Costs 
The following are anticipated choir costs for the remainder of the school year.  These costs are subject to change and serve for 
budgeting & planning purposes only. Several of these fees are optional and may depend on the student’s corresponding ensemble. 
Scholarships are always available for students who need assistance. Please communicate if this is an issue. 

 
● Region Auditions (varsity choir members) = $10 

o Covers audition fee & transportation  

● Solo & Ensemble Contest (varsity choir members) = $10 

o Covers audition fee & transportation  

● Spring Choir Trips –Cost TBD 

● Pop Show t-shirt and meal = $15 
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Performance Attire & T-shirts 
Formal concert attire is the property of Alvin ISD, is loaned to the student, and must be returned at the end of the year. All 7th/8th                          
grade students will be issued formal uniforms at the beginning of the year. All 6th grade choir students will be required to buy an                        
alternate formal uniform for the entire year. They will be issued a formal concert dress in subsequent years in the Longhorn choir                      
program. 
Full formal attire for 7th & 8th grade women: 

● Black choir dress (See Note Below) 
● Black shoes** 

○ must be close-toed dress shoes can be heels or flats, but no tennis shoes or sandals 
● Pearl necklace** 

○ For Caelestis ONLY 
 
Full formal attire for 7th & 8th grade men: 

● Black tuxedo pants  
● Black button-down shirt, long-sleeved** 
● Black dress shoes**  

○ no tennis shoes 
● Black socks**  

○ no white, brown, or navy socks 
● Blue tie 

 
Full formal attire for all 6th grade students: 

● Solid black slacks** 
○ No jeans or leggings, must be nice dress pants 

● Solid black shirt** 
○ May be short sleeved or long sleeved, no tank tops or sleeveless 

● Black shoes** 
○ must be close-toed dress shoes can be heels or flats, but no tennis shoes or sandals 

 
**must be purchased, if not owned 
 
 
NOTE: Some dresses may need to be hemmed if the length is too long. The bottom of the dress should sit about 1 inch from the top                           
of the shoe. If a student rents a dress that needs to be hemmed, they will need to make arrangements to get the dress hemmed                         
before the first performance. No other alterations may be made on the dress (taking in the waist, raising the shoulders, etc.)                     
These types of alterations completely change the sizing of the dress, and when reissued for subsequent years, the actual sizing                    
will not correspond with the sizing on file. A fee will be charged if a student alters the dress (apart from hemming).  
 
The choir dresses and pants are all machine washable (follow instructions on tag), and the student is expected to keep all items well                       
laundered throughout the year.  
 
Failure to return any part of the uniform in good condition (freshly washed) and at the appropriate time will result in a fine and/or                        
replacement fee for the uniform. 
 
Unless instructed otherwise, students are expected to wear full formal concert attire for every RMJH choral concert. Failure to wear                    
full formal attire will result in a grade deduction for that performance.  

 
McNair Choir t-shirts will be ordered at the start of the year. Students will be required to purchase the choir t-shirt to wear at                        
certain McNair Choir events.  The price will be $10 per shirt, and is included as part of the Choir Fee. 
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Grading 

Grades in choir are earned by assessing each student’s         
knowledge (classroom assignments, quizzes, and exams),      
skills (sight-reading and mastering repertoire), and      
participation in daily rehearsals and required performances.  
 
Grades will be assessed on a percentage system as follows:  
 

● Daily Grades: 50% 
● Major Grades: 50% 

 
Weekly Rehearsals: 
In a given week, a choir will rehearse 5 times, for a total of 
100 points per week.  Points may be subtracted for an 
infraction of a choir rule.  A rehearsal grade encompasses all 
daily participation in choir class.  
 
Students begin each week with a clean slate (100 points). A           
tally will be taken by the director each day and points will be             
deducted at the end of each week from the student’s weekly           
grade. 
 
-5 points: no music/binder 
-5 points: no pencil  
-5 points: chewing gum 
-5 points: late to your seat 
-5 points: each reprimand for behavior (talking or other 
disruptions) or redirect to participate 
-20 points: failure/refusal to participate in lesson 

 

Choir Room Expectations 
1. Students will be in their seat before the bell rings 
2. Students will not talk when the teacher is talking. 
3. Students will raise their hand to speak. 
4. Students will not cause a distraction to the learning 

environment of others. 
5. Students will respect their director, peers, and the 

room 
 

Classroom Assignments & Quizzes: 
Students will be routinely quizzed on sight-reading skills and 
for knowledge of the performance repertoire rehearsed in  
class.  Quizzes are to check for comprehension and to 
encourage closer study of music and sight-reading materials. 
Students may also be given brief written assignments or 
quizzes to enhance and drill further study of performance 
repertoire. 
 
 
Performance Attendance: 
As this is a performance-based class, attendance at all 
performances is mandatory.  
Why is attendance mandatory at performances? 

● Performing for an audience is the primary focus of 
this class.  Concerts provide an experience that 
cannot be reproduced in the classroom. 

● Performances are the means by which the skills 
learned in class are evaluated. 

● Choral singing is a group effort.  The performance is 
weakened by every missing voice.  We rehearse 
together and we perform together. 

Students will earn 3 grades for each concert: 
1. Concert Attendance (Major Grade) 

a. Points will be deducted for tardiness 
2. Concert Performance (Daily Grade) 

a. Points will be deducted for incorrect 
uniforms and missing materials 

3. Concert Etiquette (Daily Grade) 
a. Points will be deducted for talking, using 

phones, chewing gum, eating, and anything 
else that causes a distraction to the 
performance as deemed by the director 

Students who miss a concert will be able to make up their 
grade by singing along to the concert recording in class the 
following school day. Excused absences can earn up to 90%. 
Unexcused absences can earn up to a 75%. (See Attendance 
Policy for Excused vs. Unexcused absences) Students who 
refuse to sing will earn a 0 for their concert grades 

 

 

Discipline Policy 

 
Our choral ensembles are music teams. The actions of any individual can help or hinder the entire ensemble in both rehearsal and                      
performance. Self-discipline is not optional; it is required. Students who are not following the classroom expectations will receive                  
verbal warnings. Repeat offenders will have a student-teacher conference, parent phone call, lunch detention, after school                
detention or be removed from the class at the director’s discretion and asked to complete written assignments to earn their grade. 
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Attendance Policy 
As a member of the McNair Choir, students have an obligation to their ensemble to be at school, at rehearsals, and at performances                       
on time, prepared, and with all necessary materials.  Please read the following carefully: 
 

1. All choir students are expected to have good daily attendance at school. 
2. Attendance at rehearsals is required and graded.  Each member is a vital part of the ensemble, and there are elements of a 

rehearsal that cannot be reproduced if missed.  Students must make the director aware in advance if they will not be at a 
choir rehearsal (due to a doctor’s appointment, meeting with counselors, sporting event, etc.).  The exception is if the 
student is ill, and advance notice cannot be given, but a note must still be provided after the missed rehearsal has occurred.  

3. Absence from before or after school rehearsals will be excused for the following reasons: 
● Medical emergencies or personal injury (requires a handwritten and signed note from a parent or doctor) 
● Death in family 
● Another extracurricular conflict (band, theater, athletics, etc.) which the director was made aware of at least 2 

days prior to the rehearsal in writing. 
● If an absence is knowingly unavoidable: The student should provide written notice from a parent/guardian 24 

hours prior to the event. Any questions regarding this specific policy may be addressed on a case by case basis.  
4. Absence from a concert will be excused for the following reasons: 

● Medical emergencies or personal injury (requires a handwritten and signed note from a parent or doctor) 
● Death in the family 

5. Examples of unexcused absences include, but are not limited to: 
● Work 
● Oversleeping 
● Transportation issues 
● Babysitting 

6. Chronic absenteeism from school, multiple unexcused absences from rehearsals or performances, and multiple tardies may 
result in: 

● Grade reduction 
● Loss of performance status (in concerts, in competitions, or in class) 
● Removal from choir program  
● Removal from all McNair Choir social activities  

 

 

Extra Credit 
Students who wish to complete extra credit can attend an outside classical music concert. Here are some examples of appropriate                    
concerts: 
 

● McNair Junior High band concerts 
● Shadow Creek or Manvel or Alvin High School choir or band concerts (football games don’t count, sorry!) 
● Houston Symphony or Bay Area Symphony concerts 
● Houston Grand Opera & Houston Chamber Choir concerts 
● Choir concerts at the University of Houston, Rice University, St. Thomas, etc. 
● Elementary music school programs (Marek, Wilder, Don Jeter, Savannah, York, Duke, Pomona, Brothers, etc.) 

 
In order to receive extra credit, students must attend the entire concert, and they must bring the director a program (within 3 days                       
of the event) that is signed by a parent or guardian.  Extra credit will be added where needed. 
If you are planning on attending an outside concert, and you are not sure if it can be used for extra credit, just ask!  
Sorry – no extra credit can be given for rock, pop, or country concerts!  
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Choir Extras 
TMEA Region Choir  
This experience is unforgettable and rewarding, but a definite 
challenge.  Each student who auditions must use his/her own 
individual repertoire performance for placement into the 
Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA) Region XVII Choir. 
7th and 8th grade middle school and junior high choir students 
from all over the region compete for placement into this 
honor choir by preparing difficult music for a panel of judges. 
Students who place into this choir give a concert under a 
renowned clinician.  The music is advanced and challenging, 
and students who are interested are strongly encouraged to 
take private voice lessons. Please see the calendar for the 
corresponding date for this event.  
 

UIL Solo & Ensemble 

Students will prepare a solo for a judge who will rate the 
performance based on memorization and execution of 
musicianship.  Students who receive a high rating at this 
competition receive a medal.   Please see the calendar for the 
corresponding date for this event.  
 
 
 
 

Private Voice Lessons 
Private voice lessons are a wonderful asset for students who 
plan on auditioning for Region and preparing a solo for 
competition. Private lessons strengthen a student’s vocal 
technique, and the one-on-one assistance is invaluable. 
 
Lessons occur once a week, either before or after school or 
during choir class.  Depending on the instructor, the price 
may be anywhere between $20 - $30 for a half-hour lesson. 
If you are interested in private voice lessons for your student, 
please email Mrs. Harlow for more information and a teacher 
will contact you to set up private lessons.  
 
Please note that signing up for private lessons is a year-long 
monetary commitment.  
 

Social Events 
Eligible members of all choirs are invited to McNair Choir 
social events. Social events will be scheduled throughout the 
year for certain choirs. 
 
These are extra musical opportunities for your student.  They 
are not mandatory, and participation or lack thereof and 
will not reflect your child’s grade in any way.  
(Exceptions for varsity students noted above.) 
 

 
 

 

Concert Etiquette  
During McNair Choir concerts, students will watch the other choirs perform; therefore, correct concert behavior is an expectation. 
In addition, since choir is a performance-based elective, students may attend a classical musical concert for extra credit.  The 
following are some guidelines for general concert attendance for audience members: 
 
-Enter and exit your seat only between selections.  If possible, wait until the audience is applauding before moving.  The only 
exception is if you need to remove a restless or crying child. 
-Don’t talk during a performance.  Not only is it inconsiderate of the performers onstage, but it is distracting for your fellow audience 
members. 
-Please turn cell phones off (not just on silent or vibrate).  Many classical concerts are being recorded or have advanced 
amplification equipment, and cell phone signals will interfere and could create feedback. 
-If your performance venue allows you to eat in the auditorium, do not unwrap candy or slurp soda while the musicians are playing. 
-It is customary to applaud when the conductor first comes out on the stage.  S/he will bow to acknowledge the audience’s applause 
and the concert will begin. 
-Some classical pieces of music are broken down into parts called “movements”.  In between these movements, the music will stop 
for a few seconds.  Do not applaud until the conductor has dropped his/her hands and has turned around to acknowledge the 
audience. 
-Whistling, yelling, or screaming for the performers are generally not appropriate gestures for classical music concerts. 
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Student Leadership 
Student leadership is an integral part of any choral program. 
The McNair Choir Officers will establish a tradition of 
excellence and will be very active in promoting the choir 
program, assisting the director, and serving the surrounding 
community.  
The following positions will be voted on at the beginning of 
the school year: 
 
President (must be an 8th grader) 
Spokesperson for the McNair Choir program 
Liaison between students and director 
Presides over choir officer meetings 
 
Vice-President(s): 1 per choir 
Liaison between their grade and the choir President 
Keeps track of choir birthdays  
Takes pictures at choir social events 
 
Secretary 
Maintains the Longhorn Choir calendar & all classroom 
decorations 
Keeps minutes at choir officer meetings 
Collects and alphabetizes forms 
Updates student correspondence 
 
Wardrobe Officer 
Assists with uniform fittings 
Assists with t-shirt distribution  
Assists with collecting and cataloguing the uniforms at the 
end of the year 
 
Librarian 
Assists director with filing new music octavos 
Helps distribute music to choir students 
Helps collect and re-file music after concerts 
 
Stage Manager 
Assists with all stage set-up and tear-down for all 
performances 
Directs the stage crew 
 
Historian 
Collect pictures from every event to be posted on social 
media 
Put all pictures from the year on a flash drive for the 
end-of-the-year slideshows 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following are the musical leadership of the McNair Choir 
program.  They are responsible for assisting the directors with 
all attendance and musical tasks.  
The following positions will be appointed by the director at 
the beginning of the school year: 
 
Student Director 
Leads ensembles in the director’s absence 
Conducts at the Winter Concert 
Must have vast prior musical experience 
Must demonstrate superior leadership  
Ambassador for the McNair Choir program 
 
Section Leaders:  
1 or 2 per choir, at the discretion of the director 
Leads sectionals and ensembles in the director’s absence 
Must have some musical experience & superior leadership 
Reviews past rehearsals with students who are absent from 
choir class 
Must have excellent attendance  
Assists new choir students with sight reading 
 
**NOTE: Section Leaders will primarily be considered on the 
basis of superior musical leadership and excellent behavior. 
They will be selected at the director’s discretion.** 
 

 

 

Make-up Work 
Students who miss a regular rehearsal (whether excused or 
not) must do the following: 
-Check in with their section leader about what selections or 
pieces were rehearsed. 
-Update markings in their music that were made when they 
were absent. 
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Choir What-If’s? 
The following are likely choir scenarios and how to deal with 
them: 
 
“… I lost my music.” OR “I forgot my music at home.” 
Students are responsible for ALL of their music and their 
music binder.  These are required materials for every 
rehearsal. 
In the event that a student loses their music, they will be 
required to pay the replacement cost for each piece they 
cannot find. 
A new black binder must be provided if lost. 
Students are responsible for setting up a time with their 
section leaders or the student music librarian to get new 
copies of music (during rehearsal is not an appropriate time). 
Students who fail to pick up music BEFORE REHEARSAL 
STARTS will face discipline/grading consequences.  
In the event that music is accidentally forgotten one day, the 
student may ask one of their section leaders for extra copies 
that MUST BE RETURNED at the end of the rehearsal. 
Students who are not bringing their music to class will incur 
grade penalties. 
 
“… I don’t have a pencil.” 
A pencil (or 2-3) should be kept in the choir binder at all 
times. 
In the event that a pencil is missing from the binder, a 
student may borrow a pencil from the bucket at the front of 
the class that MUST BE RETURNED at the end of the 
rehearsal. 
It is not appropriate to get up in the middle of rehearsal to 
sharpen a pencil.  Please take care of this BEFORE REHEARSAL 
STARTS. 
Pens, highlighters, markers, sharpies, etc. are not appropriate 
for marking music.  
Students who fail to pick up a pencil BEFORE REHEARSAL 
STARTS will face discipline/grading consequences.  
 
“… I have to go to the bathroom/I need a drink of water!” 
Students are expected to use the restroom and get water 
from the water fountain during passing periods. 
Rehearsal time is not restroom or drink time. In case of an 
emergency, specific procedures (hand signals) for using the 
restroom will be followed.  
 
“… I have to go to the nurse.” 
If a student becomes seriously ill during rehearsal, they 
should raise their hand and wait for the director to address 
them. 
If a student feels they will need to go to the nurse in a given 
class period, they should ask the director for a pass BEFORE 
rehearsal begins. 
 

 
“… I was absent last class.” 
You are responsible for checking with your section leader and 
updating any markings that were made in your absence. 
Do not ask the director, “What did I miss last class?”  Your 
section leaders will have that information. 
 
“… I didn’t get the new music from yesterday.” 
If you were absent and you know that new music was handed 
out, you must ask your section leaders for copies.  
Do not come to the director and ask about new music.  If you 
have questions about which piece you need to pick up, ask 
your section leader. 
 
“… my cell phone goes off in class.” 
Cell phones and other electronic devices are not permitted 
during choir class unless directed by the director & her lesson 
plans. 
School policy will be strictly adhered to regarding cell phones. 
 
“… I’m sick and I can’t sing today.” 
If you are ill and can still sing (just not at full voice), you must 
let the director know BEFORE rehearsal starts that you will be 
marking that day. 
If you are so ill that you cannot sing at all, you must let the 
director know BEFORE rehearsal starts.  Failure to let the 
director know BEFORE rehearsal will result in disciplinary and 
grade consequences. 
You will still participate in all of the rehearsal in your assigned 
seat, and you will be responsible for all of the music markings 
made that day.  You will be required to mouth the words and 
stand when your section is standing. 
Students who are too sick to sing for more than 2 consecutive 
rehearsals will be required to provide a signed parent note or 
doctor’s note stating the reason for not singing.  Failure to 
provide this note will result in the student sitting outside of 
the rehearsal area and copying lines. 
NOTE: These strict policies are to alleviate students who 
routinely take advantage of being sick and use it as a catalyst 
not to participate.  If your child is severely sick and will really 
not be able to sing for several days, please send a note or an 
email to the director.  
 
“… I need a tissue.” 
During rehearsal, it is not appropriate to leave the rehearsal 
area to get a tissue. 
Please bring your own tissues to class and take them with you 
to your chair if you know you are sick. 
 
“…I need some hand sanitizer.” 
During rehearsal, it is not appropriate to leave the rehearsal 
area to get hand sanitizer.  
Feel free to utilize your own personal hand sanitizer during 
your passing period or before class starts.  
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“… I love to play the piano!” 
The piano is off-limits to all students, except when section 
leaders and/or student directors are given direct permission 
from the director.  
The piano is an instrument, not a table for drinks, papers, etc. 
Do not move the piano unless given direct permission from 
the director.  
NOTE: All of these rules also apply to the keyboards in the 
practice rooms. 
 
“…I love choir SOOO much, I want to be here all of the 
time!” 
When a director is not present  in the room (before school, 
after school, lunch time) the choir room is strictly off limits.  If 
you come into the choir room and a director is not there, 
please leave and wait outside of the room for them to return. 
Mrs. Harlow’s  desk and office area is strictly off limits. 
Students who are not in choir (even if they are your best 
friend forever) will not be allowed to “hang out” in the choir 
room at any time. 
 
“…I love so-and-so and I want to write our names on the 
board together inside a little heart!” 
Use of the following items requires director approval: 
dry-erase board 
piano  
stereo & other media components 
phone 
choir office, choir library, & practice rooms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“…I was a monkey in another life!” 
Please refrain from the following: 
Walking on the chairs 
Using the chair in front of you as a footrest 
Putting several chairs together to lay across them 
Sharing a chair with your BFF 
Jumping from chair to chair 
Hanging on the back railing of the risers 
Crawling through the back of the risers to get to your seat 
Crawling underneath the risers  
 
“…my hair is messy/my legs are ashy/but I just got out of 
PE!” 
Personal grooming at your seat is unacceptable.  This 
includes: 
Brushing your hair 
Spraying deodorizer, colognes, perfumes, or hairspray 
Applying scented lotions 
Grooming other people’s hair 
Applying cosmetics & nail polish 
Students should also not be aiding other students with 
personal grooming needs. 
 
“I lost my…” 
Anything found in the choir room at the end of the day is 
gathered up and put into the “Lost & Found Box”.  
Students are responsible for checking this box to see if their 
missing items are there. 
The choir leadership team will go through this box at the end 
of every month to empty and clean it.  Items may be thrown 
away or those that are in good condition may be donated.  
See also LOST ITEMS  
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McNair Junior High Choir Handbook 

 

End of the Year Travel Privileges 
Each year the McNair Choir rewards its students with a fun trip to celebrate their hard work and achievements. Certain 
requirements must be met in order to take part in this privilege.  

● Students must be academically eligible** 
● Students must be in good participatory standing in choir 
● Students must have attended a minimum of three of the following: Fall concert, Winter concert, Spring concert, Pop Show 
● Students must have attended all required contest(s) for their class 
● Students must not have been assigned ISS during the second semester in order to participate. 
● Students must not have been assigned more than 2 detentions in the second semester. 

 
**This means that they are passing ALL of their classes with a 70 or higher on the last report card or progress report. If a student is 
found to be ineligible after they have paid any amount (partial or in full), they CANNOT be refunded due to payment reservation 
with the trip companies.   PLEASE PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO YOUR STUDENT’S GRADES.  If they routinely fail one or more class (even 
electives), please be wary of reserving a spot on the trip for them, because refunds cannot be given in most situations. 
 

Lost Items 
The McNair JH Choir program is not responsible for any lost or stolen items while at choir functions. This includes but is not limited 
to items left behind or missing at social events, concerts, competitions, or in the choir classroom. We encourage your student to 
leave valuable items at home whenever possible to lower the risk of those items going missing. Items of value include but are not 
limited to, cell phones, tablets, electronics, and jewelry. While we understand that not bringing these items is not always possible, 
we also encourage our students to be vigilant, aware, and responsible if they choose to bring items of value. Again, it is the 
responsibility of the student to keep track of their personal items. If items are reported lost or missing the directors will, at the 
request of the parent or student, contact the needed campus administrative support to help resolve the matter. 
 

Connect With Us 

Instagram; https://www.instagram.com/mcnairjh_choir/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/McNairJHChoir 
Remind: Class Code @mcnairjhc 
Meridith Harlow mharlow@alvinisd.net  
School Phone: 713-814-7200 
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